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three female jurors, hostage. During the es-
cape, a gunfight began. With bravery and 
courage, Judge Thomas was able to grab one 
of the assailant’s guns to protect himself and 
the other hostages. Judge Thomas was shot 
near his spine which left him paralyzed from 
the waist down. Judge Thomas returned to 
work five weeks later. Related to the injury, he 
would suffer from kidney problems, pneu-
monia, and other complications throughout his 
life; but he continued to serve on the bench 
until 1999, showing strength and resilience 
few will ever know. 

Mr. Speaker, the depth of Judge Thomas’s 
service to his local community as well as his 
commitment to his family and the judiciary has 
left a positive legacy to many, and he will be 
dearly missed. It is therefore appropriate that 
we pay tribute to him today and honor his 
memory. 
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HONORING COACH CRAIG 
ENGELBRECHT FOR HIS INDUC-
TION INTO THE MISSOURI BAS-
KETBALL COACHES ASSOCIATION 
HALL OF FAME ON SATURDAY, 
APRIL 22, 2017 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of Missouri’s 
Third District, Coach Craig Engelbrecht, who 
was inducted into the Missouri Basketball 
Coaches Association Hall of Fame on Satur-
day, April 22, 2017 at the Missouri Sports Hall 
of Fame in Springfield, MO. Coach 
Engelbrecht dedicated 33 years of his life as 
an educator at Eugene High School, and has 
spent 27 of those years coaching. Coach 
Engelbrecht recently celebrated his 500th var-
sity win, and is deserving of membership in 
the Hall of Fame. 

Coach Engelbrecht’s childhood was spent in 
the Eugene area and he always wanted to re-
turn to that area to plant his roots. He grew up 
in a family that served the community by work-
ing in the school system. His mother taught in 
Russellville for 31 years and his Father was a 
custodian after a career at MFA Feed Mill in 
Eugene. After graduating from high school in 
1979, Coach Engelbrecht spent his college 
years at University of Central Missouri in 
Warrensburg. In 1983, he graduated with his 
degree in Physical Education and a minor in 
speech/drama. 

In 1984, Coach Engelbrecht started his 
teaching career at Russellville and shortly 
thereafter began his coaching career. During 
his time at Eugene, he taught many subjects 
including English, Speech, and Drama, and 
was even responsible for putting on the an-
nual spring play with his students. Eventually, 
Coach Engelbrecht began teaching Physical 
Education, and knowing the importance of 
being physically active, he always encouraged 
his students to participate in all activities and 
classes. 

In 1990, Coach Engelbrecht became the 
head varsity boys basketball coach. He knew 
it was vitally important to establish a stable 
and hard-working program that would lay the 
groundwork for success on the court. The 
mantra for the Eugene basketball team is this: 

‘‘we play hard, we play smart, we play to-
gether, and we play fast.’’ Coach Engelbrecht 
encourages his teams to use this mantra on 
the basketball court and in real life. He has in-
stilled in his students and players a mentality 
to never quit and to always strive to achieve 
their goals. Coach Engelbrecht has built many 
relationships with his students and enjoys see-
ing many of them take his words of encour-
agement to heart and apply it to their daily 
lives. Additionally, he enjoys seeing former 
students and players begin basketball coach-
ing and refereeing careers of their own. 

Coach Engelbrecht’s family is involved in 
the education field as well. The Eldon Career 
Center is currently under the direction of his 
wife, Kelli. The Eldon School District is where 
his son, Christian, is a paraprofessional. His 
daughter, Katelyn has played basketball and 
after her graduation will attend college at her 
father’s alma mater, University of Central Mis-
souri—Warrensburg. 

Throughout his 33 year career in education, 
Coach Engelbrecht has seen God take care of 
him. He acknowledges the great support sys-
tem he has and knows that without that sup-
port, he would not have achieved his level of 
success on the basketball court. 

With his retirement from teaching, Coach 
Engelbrecht will be able to spend more time 
with his family. Kelli, Christian, and Katelyn 
will enjoy the additional moments they have 
with their beloved father. Despite his retire-
ment from teaching, Coach Engelbrecht has 
not decided to hang up his coaching jersey 
just yet as he is continues to coach boys var-
sity basketball at Eugene High School. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Coach 
Craig Engelbrecht on this induction into the 
Missouri Sports Hall of Fame by the Missouri 
Basketball Coaches Association and on his re-
tirement from teaching after 33 years of im-
proving the daily lives of all those at Eugene 
High School, whether it be in the classroom or 
in the gym. 
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TRIBUTE TO CINDY AND DICK 
RYBA 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Cindy and 
Dick Ryba of Treynor, Iowa, on the very spe-
cial occasion of their 50th wedding anniver-
sary. They celebrated their anniversary on 
March 31, 2017. 

Cindy and Dick’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies our 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them both nothing but 
continued success. 

HONORING FIRST STATE BANK IN 
ST. CHARLES FOR ITS 150TH AN-
NIVERSARY 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a business in my district, First 
State Bank in St. Charles on its 150th Anni-
versary. This celebration will be held on May 
10, 2017. 

In 1867, First State Bank planted its roots 
on Main Street in St. Charles, Missouri. First 
State Bank has been successful for one and 
a half centuries, because, among other things, 
customer satisfaction is a top priority and own-
ership of the bank is shared only between 
local shareholders and bank employees. Since 
its humble beginning, First State Bank has 
been an independent and locally-owned com-
munity bank serving St. Charles and St. Louis 
residents and businesses. First State Bank’s 
fundamental approach to customer service is 
simple; treat every customer like a person, not 
just a number. This personalized service 
shows the dedication this bank has to its cus-
tomers and the community. First State Bank 
prides itself as an ESOP (Employee Stock 
Ownership Plan) business, which allows for 
the employees to own part of the bank. As a 
bank that is privately-held, the institution an-
swers only to its employees and local, private 
stockholders. This means that decisions can 
be made that are in the best interest of the 
customers and the local community. 

The growth of First State Bank has been 
steady and with that growth it now has 224 
employees. In 2016 alone, it hired 48 new em-
ployees. First State Bank strives to maintain a 
philosophy to ignite energy and improve cus-
tomer service and increase employee reten-
tion. This philosophy encourages the employ-
ees in four areas when it comes to serving the 
customers: play, make their day, be there, and 
to choose their attitudes. 

The commitment that First State Bank has 
to the community is commendable. Over 66 
local and national non-profit organizations 
benefit from charitable donations by First State 
Bank. Employees are encouraged to volunteer 
and have committed their time and talents to 
32 local non-profit boards. Other organizations 
that appreciate First State Bank’s generous 
employees are Oasis Food Pantry and Habitat 
for Humanity. Additionally, ‘‘Team FSB’’ will-
ingly coordinates school supplies, winter 
coats, food drives, and collects monetary do-
nations for various non-profits throughout the 
year. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing First 
State Bank on their 150th Anniversary. First 
State Bank is truly a community bank. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF SERGEANT 
DAVID WELSH 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, today I honor 
Sergeant David Welsh of the Springfield 
Township Police Department. Sergeant Welsh 
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